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“O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever.” 

Thanking God: A 500 Year Tradition 
Copied by Permission from the Christian Law Association 

Thanksgiving is the oldest American 
holiday.  Although we generally at-
tribute the first Thanksgiving to the 
Pilgrims in 1621, several other spe-
cial times of thanksgiving preceded 
it on land that would eventually be-
come part of America. 
           
In 1541 at Palo Duro Canyon, Texas, 
Coronado and 1,500 of his men cele-
brated a time of thanksgiving to God 
for His blessings.  
 
In 1564 at St. Augustine, Florida, 
French colonists also engaged in a 
special time of thanksgiving to God. 
           
In 1598 in El Paso, Texas, Juan de 
Oriate and his expedition held a simi-
lar celebration to God.  
           
In 1619 in Virginia, the Jamestown 
settlers held an official Thanksgiving 
celebration. 
        
The Pilgrims      
           
The first Pilgrim Thanksgiving in 
1621 with Samoset, Squanto, and their 
other Indian friends and benefactors 
was not the most dramatic Pilgrim 
Thanksgiving.  The most dramatic 
Thanksgiving occurred two years 
later.  
During that summer, the Pilgrims suf-
fered a severe and extended time of 
drought.  They knew that without a 
change in the weather, there would be 
no fall harvest.  The winter would 
surely bring severe starvation and 
death to their community.  Therefore, 
Gov. William Bradford gathered the 
Pilgrims together for a time of prayer 
and fasting. 
 
Shortly thereafter, a gentle rain began 
to fall.  Governor Bradford explained 
in his History of Plymouth Plantation: 

“[The rain] came without either wind 
or thunder or any violence, and by 
degrees in abundance, as that ye earth 
was thoroughly wet and soaked 
therewith, which did so apparently 
revive and quicken ye decayed corn 
and other fruits as was wonderful to 
see, and made ye Indians astonished to 
behold; and afterwards the Lord sent 
them such seasonable showers, with 
interchange of fair warm weather as, 
through His blessing, caused a fruitful 
and liberal harvest, to their no small 
comfort and rejoicing.” The rain saved 
the corn.  One of the Indians who ob-
served this miracle remarked: 
 
“Now I see that the Englishman’s God 
is a good God; for he hath heard you, 
and sent you rain, and that without 
such tempest and thunder as we used 
to have with our rain; which after our 
powwowing for it, breaks down the 
corn; whereas your corn stands whole 
and good still; surely, your God is a 
good God.” 
 
The drought had been broken; there 
was an abundant harvest—cause for 
yet another Thanksgiving. The Pilgrim 
practice of designating an official time 
of Thanksgiving quickly spread 
throughout the other New England 
colonies as annual traditions were es-
tablished of prayer and fasting in the 
spring, followed by prayer and thanks-
giving in the fall. 
  
The First National Thanksgiving 
   
America’s first national Day of 
Thanksgiving occurred on September 
25, 1789.  It was the nation’s first offi-
cial act set by Congress after that body 
completed the Constitution and Bill of 
Rights.  According to the early 
equivalent of the Congressional Re-
cord: 

Mr. [Elias] Boudinot said he could not 
think of letting the session pass without 
offering an opportunity to all the citi-
zens of the United States of joining 
with one voice in returning to Almighty 
God their sincere thanks for the many 
blessings He had poured down upon 
them. With this view, therefore, he 
would move the following resolution:  
 
Resolved, That a joint committee of 
both Houses be directed to wait upon 
the President of the United States to 
request that he would recommend to 
the people of the United States a Day 
of Public Thanksgiving and Prayer. . .  
Mr. Roger Sherman justified the prac-
tice of thanksgiving on any single event 
not only as a laudable one in itself but 
also as warranted by a number of 
precedents in Holy Writ. . . . This ex-
ample he thought worthy of a Christian 
imitation on the present occasion. 
President George Washington heartily 
concurred with this request to thank 
Almighty God at the birth of the new 
Constitution.  He issued the first federal 
Thanksgiving proclamation, declaring 
in part: 
 
Whereas it is the duty of all nations to 
acknowledge the providence of Al-
mighty God, to obey His will, to be 
grateful for His benefits, and humbly to 
implore His protection and favor . . . 
Now, therefore, I do appoint Thursday, 
the 26th day of November 1789 . . . 
that we may all unite to render unto 
Him our sincere and humble thanks for 
His kind care and protection. 
 
So much for any hint of the desire for a 
“separation of church and state” to be 
found in the Establishment Clause of 
the First Amendment in the Bill of 
Rights!  While our Founders wanted to 
prohibit the establishment of an official  
                            [continued on page 4] 
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LEGISLATIVE NEWS 
Report Evaluates the NC 

Public School System 

North Carolina’s public school system 
earned five Bs, one C, and one D in a 
November study released by the Ameri-
can Enterprise Institute (AEI), rating 
states on innovation in education. The 
“Leaders and Laggards” report issued 
state-by-state report cards on education 
improvement based on school manage-
ment, finance, staffing, data availability, 
pipeline to postsecondary, and technol-
ogy. North Carolina earned Bs in every 
category, except school management, 
where it received a C, and finance, where 
it received a D. 

 The school management score is 
based on the strength of state stan-
dards—NC’s received a C; 

 whether the state sanctions low-
performing schools and rewards high
-performing or improving schools—
NC does both; 

 the strength of the state’s charter 
school law—NC’s law received a D; 

 and whether teachers like the way 
the schools are run and how much 
routine duties and paperwork inter-
fere with teaching. 

 The finance grade is based on 
whether districts control teacher 
pay—NC districts do not; 

 whether teacher pay is based on 
performance—NC’s is not; 

 online accessibility of state finance 
data—NC received a C; 

 simplicity of state funding mecha-
nism—NC received an F; 

 and whether principals have major 
influence over school budgets. 

 
The report used data from federal edu-
cation databases and surveys of the 
states to “evaluate the innovation gap in 
American education, identifying key 
problem areas and seeking promising 
solutions.” It defines innovation as “the 
process of leveraging new tools, talent, 
and management strategies to craft solu-
tions that were not possible or necessary 
in an earlier era.” The positives, accord-
ing to the AE report, are that most states 
have charter schools, and almost every 
state has an alternative teacher certifica-
tion program. North Carolina received 
special recognition for its national pro-
grams authorized to certify nontraditional 
administrators. Guilford County’s Mission 
Possible program received special men-

tion for its innovation in teacher 
evaluation. However, nearly two-
thirds of the state’s principals cite 
tenure as a barrier to removing “poor-
performing or incompetent” teachers. 
More than 90 percent of teachers say 
routine duties and paperwork interfere 
with their teaching, and 75 percent do 
not like how the schools are run. 
North Carolina’s charter school law 
and alternative teacher certification 
both received D grades. 

The major findings of the study over-
all are: 

 Rigid education bureaucracies 
impede quality schooling. 

 State finance systems are 
opaque, inefficient, and under-
mine innovation. 

 The teacher pipeline fails to pro-
vide a diverse pool of high-quality 
educators. 

 Teacher evaluations are not 
based on performance. 

 Major barriers exist to the re-
moval of poor-performing teach-
ers. 

 The outcome of state technology 
spending is unknown. 

 State data systems provide lim-
ited information on school opera-
tions and outcomes. 

 Schools provide too little access 
to college-level coursework. 

 States neglect to implement stu-
dent-based funding systems. 

 States lack a culture of education 
advocacy. 

 
The report recommends introducing 
more flexibility into the public school 
system by empowering schools and 
principals, developing student-based 
funding policies, reinventing education 
management, and rethinking the 
school schedule. It also suggests bet-
ter accountability practices to hold 
individuals and organizations respon-
sible for performance through reform-
ing teacher pay and rewards to reflect 
student achievement. The public 
school monopoly could be assuaged 
by supporting charter schools and 
other public school choice initiatives, 
developing dual-enrollment and early 
college programs to bring down the 
barriers between high school and col-
lege, and broadening the pool of po-
tential teachers by supporting alterna-

tive certification programs. Finally, the 
report argues that common academic 
standards between states linked to rigor-
ous assessments, state reform organiza-
tions, and entrepreneurial organizations 
like Teach for America and Wireless Gen-
eration can create the stronger reform 
environment needed to encourage innova-
tive changes in a stagnant public educa-
tion system. 

"The findings of the AEI study about the 
North Carolina education system come as 
no surprise for those who are familiar with 
our bureaucracy," said Bill Brooks, presi-
dent of the North Carolina Family Policy 
Council. "It is evident that North Carolina 
needs more transparency and more inno-
vation, particularly in the area of educa-
tion reform. When our charter school law 
was passed in 1996, it was considered one 
of the best laws in the country. Now we 
are close to failing, and education bureau-
crats keep adding more restrictions, year 
after year." 

AACS Attends School  
Choice Conference 

The Legislative office of the American Associa‐
tion of Christian Schools attended and partici‐
pated  this week  in  the    inaugural conference 
on “School Choice and the American Family: A 
Moral  and  Civic  Imperative,”  hosted  by  the 
American Center  for School Choice. The con‐
ference was held at the National Press Club in 
Washington D.C. and addressed issues regard‐
ing school choice:  (1)  its “moral and civic  im‐
peratives,” (2) the necessity for school choice, 
and (3) the “legal and political precedents” for 
the  practical  implementation  of  school 
choice.  Speakers  at  the  conference  included 
both  supporters  and  opponents  of  school 
choice, allowing all arguments to be heard.      
 
The American Center for School Choice states 
its mission  is  “to  expand  public  support  for 
families  to  choose  the  schools  they  believe 
will  best  serve  their  children.”  They  believe 
that “parental responsibility is in itself a basic 
human  good,  and  parental  choice  in  educa‐
tion  is  a  cherished  freedom  in  the  United 
States, widely  available  and widely practiced 
by those whose resources allow them to exer‐
cise  it.” Maureen Wiebe,  Legislative Director 
of AACS, stated, “The conference was a great 
opportunity to show how choice can change a 
child’s  life.  AACS  is  a  strong  supporter  of 
choice  and  the  right  for  parents  to  choose 
what is best in their child’s education.”  

http://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?eventid=774689%20
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The 2009 NCCSA All-State Band Clinic was held on November 12-14. This year marked the 27th anniversary of 
the annual clinic. This year’s clinicians were Erik Harris—Honors Band, Jennifer Harris—Symphonic Band, and Ron 
Fox—Concert Band.  All three bands performed a variety of music literature that included: Kitchen Can Can (A 
Cooked-Up Concoction of Classics) by David Shaffer, Simple Gifts by Frank Ticheli, and Crown of Thorns by Julie 
Giroux.  
 
Wake Christian Academy once again played a major role in this year’s clinic, serving as the main rehearsal loca-
tion on Thursday and Friday. We are grateful for their hospitality and many key people there that made this year’s 
practices for all three bands run smoothly. This year’s clinic involved 282 students from 15 Christian schools.  
 
The W. Forrest Robertson Christian Music Leadership Award is presented to an Honors Band participant who has 
been nominated by his school’s band director for recognition of his/her leadership and character qualities.  Each 
nominee must have recommendation letters from his pastor or youth pastor, band director, as well as an aca-
demic teacher. Each nominee submitted a personal salvation testimony and must be involved in church and com-
munity volunteer ministry, which will help in future Christian ministry. The nominees for the 2009 W. Forrest 
Robertson Christian Music Leadership Award were: Logan Cartwright from Wake Christian Academy, Abigail Lenz 
from Vandalia Christian School, Brien Parish from Wilmington Christian Academy, Evan Brondyke from Falls 
Road Baptist Church School, and Stephanie Jensen from Friendship Christian School. We are very proud of these 
nominees and want to congratulate Evan Brondyke from Falls Road Baptist Church School for being selected as 
this year’s recipient.  
 
New to this year’s clinic was the addition of the Meymandi Concert Hall for Saturday’s performances. Much has 
been said in the last 18 months regarding this opportunity, and it was evident that the students did not take this 
opportunity lightly. Meymandi is widely considered North Carolina’s finest performance hall and ranks in the top 
ten in several polls of top performance halls in the United States. We are extremely thankful for the opportunity 
to hold the Saturday performances at Meymandi, and we look forward to working this out again for future clinic 
performances.   
 
A professional video crew and photographer were on site for the event, and information about the DVD as well 
pictures that can be viewed are available at http://www.nccsa.org/all-state-band-clinic/.  

2009 NCCSA All-State Band Clinic 

2010 Pastors’/Administrators’ Conference 
March 2, 2010—More Details Coming Soon 

http://www.nccsa.org/all-state-band-clinic/
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national church, they quite obviously 
had absolutely no intention of separat-
ing God from the American govern-
ment.  
 
Following President Washington’s 
initial proclamation, days of Thanks-
giving were sporadically proclaimed. 
Another by President Washington in 
1795; one by John Adams in 1799;  
others by James Madison in 1814 and 
1815.  
 
But most official Thanksgivings in 
early America were observed at the 
state level.  By 1815, the various state 
governments had issued at least 1,400 
official calls for prayer and thanksgiv-
ing or for prayer and fasting.  
  
President Lincoln’s Proclamation 
 
While our founders wanted to thank 
God for the new nation they had just 
established, Thanksgiving did not be-
come an annual event in America until 
the time of President Abraham Lin-
coln.  After being importuned by 
Sarah Josepha Hale, a popular 
women’s magazine editor, President 
Lincoln proclaimed the last Thursday 
in November, 1863, as a day “of 
thanksgiving and praise to our be-
nevolent Father.”  He proclaimed this 
national Day of Thanksgiving in the 
midst of the darkest days of the Civil 
War, noting:   
 
“The year that is drawing towards its 
close has been filled with the blessings 
of fruitful fields and healthful skies. 
To these bounties, which are so con-
stantly enjoyed that we are prone to 
forget the source from which they 
come, others have been added, which 
are of so extraordinary a nature, that 
they cannot fail to penetrate and soften 
even the heart which is habitually in-
sensible to the ever watchful provi-
dence of Almighty God.”  
 
The President continued,  
“No human counsel hath devised nor 
hath any mortal hand worked out these 

great things. They are the gracious 
gifts of the Most High God, who, 
while dealing with us in anger for our 
sins, hath nevertheless remembered 
mercy. It has seemed to me fit and 
proper that they should be solemnly, 
reverently, and gratefully acknowl-
edged as with one heart and one voice 
by the whole American People.” 
 
The 1863 Day of Thanksgiving was 
remarkable because it was held during 
a time in which the Union Army had 
been losing battle after battle for three 
extremely brutal and bloody war 
years.   
 
That time was also a pivotal point in 
Lincoln’s own personal spiritual life. 
Just several months earlier, the Battle 
of Gettysburg had resulted in the loss 
of more than 60,000 American lives—
in a single battle.  President Lincoln 
would later explain to an Illinois cler-
gyman that it was while walking 
among the thousands of graves at Get-
tysburg that he first committed his life 
to Christ. He confessed: 
 
“When I left Springfield [Illinois, to 
assume the Presidency], I asked the 
people to pray for me. I was not a 
Christian. When I buried my son, the 
severest trial of my life, I was not a 
Christian. But when I went to Gettys-
burg and saw the graves of thousands 
of our soldiers, I then and there conse-
crated myself to Christ.”   
 
That tragedy of 60,000 dead affected 
Abraham Lincoln’s eternal destiny as 
well as the rest of his brief remaining 
earthly life.  His dedication to Christ 
was visible in his public pronounce-
ments for the remainder of his presi-
dency.  
  
A Continuing Tradition  
   
Since President Lincoln’s 1863 proc-
lamation, each President has issued an 
annual proclamation declaring a Na-
tional Day of Thanksgiving to God, 
although the actual dates varied 

widely.  It was in 1933 that President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, another presi-
dent destined to witness the brutality of 
war as well as the chaos of economic 
collapse, called for an annual national 
Day of Thanksgiving every fourth 
Thursday of November.  Finally, in 
1941, ironically just a few weeks be-
fore the Japanese attacked Pearl Har-
bor, Congress permanently established 
the fourth Thursday of November as an 
official national Thanksgiving holiday. 
  
Thanksgiving 2009  
   
As we thank God for His blessings this 
year, we should particularly remember 
the words of Boston’s Lady Magazine 
editor, Sarah Josepha Hale, when she 
urged President Lincoln to proclaim a 
national Day of Thanksgiving during 
the midst of the Civil War.  She wrote: 
 
“Let us consecrate the day to benevo-
lence of action, by sending good gifts 
to the poor, and doing those deeds of 
charity that will, for one day, make 
every American home the place of 
plenty and of rejoicing. Let the people 
of all the States and Territories sit 
down together to the ‘feast of fat 
things,’ and drink, in the sweet draught 
of joy and gratitude to the Divine giver 
of all our blessings, the pledge of re-
newed love to the Union, and to each 
other; and of peace and good-will to all 
men.” 
 
This year, as America faces dark days 
and severe challenges, Mrs. Hale’s 
words seem particularly appropri-
ate.  Wars, rumors of war, and eco-
nomic distress have overtaken us yet 
again.  Nevertheless, Almighty God has 
continued to bless America.  It is ap-
propriate that we continue to express 
our national gratitude and thankfulness 
to Him for His blessings.  
 
Thankfulness, no matter what the exter-
nal circumstances, has for nearly 500 
years expressed the true spirit of Amer-
ica.  It is no accident that Thanksgiving 
is the oldest of all American holidays.  
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Listed below are some figures that were recently collected on the latest NCCSA re-enrollment forms.   Many times 
throughout the year, we are asked by other state associations and other various individuals for “average” tuition 
and salary figures for our state. This year, we decided to compile the figures and list at least the major areas of 
data for you.   
 
All schools listed that they took some type of achievement test. Out of 1,942 teachers, nearly 506 are currently 
certified with the NCCSA (this does not count the hundreds of expired applicants), and we encourage even more 
participation.  Several schools have been working for years toward gaining Accredited Status and will obtain that 
over the next 6-12 months.  We have 82 schools this year with a total NCCSA enrollment of 17,784.  
 
 

2009-2010 NCCSA Re-Enrollment Data 

Stanford Achievement Testing 
Since Pearson no longer increases the cost of tests and testing 
services on January 1 of each year, it serves no purpose to order 
the tests four months before the testing dates.  In other words, 
ordering prices now remain constant from August to July.  In ad-
dition, by delaying the SAT 10 order form until January, the AACS 
National office can submit accurate, up-to-date mailing lists of 
member schools.  For these two reasons, Pearson will mail the 
SAT 10 order forms during January 2010.  Keep in mind that the 

delayed mailing date does not affect your discount.  
 
Upon receiving all states’ membership forms, AACS will communicate the full AACS 
membership to Pearson, who will create order forms for all AACS schools.  As previ-
ously stated, Pearson will mail the order forms in January.  
 
Please contact the NCCSA State Office or Sandra Cagle, Pearson Special Programs Ad-
ministrator, at (615) 567-6312 if you have any questions.   

 
The new 2010 NCCSA Membership  

Directories will be sent to each NCCSA  
Pastor and Administrator in a few weeks.  

Additional directories for secretaries,  
athletic directors, and fine arts coordinators 

will be available for purchase.  

  Daycare Tuition (kind/elem/jr.sr) Starting/Avg Salary 
Monthly Annual Annual Annual Annual   Annual 

Average  $440.95 $2,901.98 $3,083.00   $3,162.70     $16,874.84     $19,728.29 
Highest   $800.00 $4,900.00 $5,224.00 $5,600.00 $23,000.00 $29,160.00 
Lowest   $155.00 $1,215.00 $1,215.00 $1,215.00 $9,720.00 $9,000.00 
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ATHLETIC NEWS 
Thanks to all of the NCCSA schools that participated in the recent Soccer/Volleyball state tourna-
ments. We would especially like to thank our three host schools: Fayetteville St, Union Grove, and 
Wilmington for hosting these tournaments in each of the three divisions. We would also like to thank 
Bob LaTour, our State Athletic Commissioner, and our three assistant divisional commissioners: 
Malcolm Deans (AAA), David Gilmore (AA), and David Tucker (A) for making sure the Soccer/
Volleyball season and tournaments ran smoothly. The results were emailed several weeks ago; 
however, you may still view them by clicking here.  

                    NCCSA Academic Testing 
During the week of December 7, the NCCSA State Office will be mailing 
the 2010 NCCSA Academic Testing Information Packet. This informa-
tion will include some basic guidelines as well as the Information Sheet 
that must be submitted to the NCCSA Academic Testing Chairman by 
January 10. The NCCSA Academic Testing Program has grown well over 
200% in the last five years and is an easy way for your students to partici-
pate in Fine Arts without ever leaving your school.  New to this year’s 

testing are science, history, math, and English tests specifically designed for 3rd-4th graders.  
 
There is no limit to how many students can take a particular test.  Winners are eligible in many categories to 
compete at the National Level. Also, one student may take as many tests as he/she desires.  You must pay for 
every student ($7.50 per test) who is registered on the information sheet who plans to take a test.  The number 
of students taking any subject test should not be more than the number registered and paid for on the informa-
tion sheet. (For example, if you want 7 students to take the English exam, you must register and pay for 7 stu-
dents on the Information Sheet at $7.50 each. Therefore, no more than 7 students can take the English test.  
Also, Suzy Student may take tests in math, science, history, and English.  You must pay $7.50 for each test she 
takes; therefore, in this example, you would pay $30.00.) 
 
All the tests that are offered this year will be shown on the Academic Testing Information Sheet that will be sent 
out.  Please disregard the Academic Testing Information Sheet in the 2005 NCCSA Fine Arts Manual and use 
the form you received when signing up for your tests.  Please indicate on the information sheet how many of 
each test you want with a numeral – not just a check mark.  The information sheet must be postmarked by 
January 10, and the registration fee must accompany your order.  All checks should be made out to 
NCCSA.  The testing for Elementary and Junior/Senior High this year will be done the week of February 8.  The 
tests must be mailed back (postmarked) by Friday, February 12.  Our tests are formatted to use Apperson an-
swer sheets for machine grading.  These answer sheets will be included with your test order. If you have any 
questions, please contact the NCCSA State Office.  

2009 NCCSA Cross Country State Meet 
November 7, 2009 

The 2nd annual NCCSA Cross Country State Meet was held at Hagan Stone Park in Greensboro, NC on Saturday, Novem-
ber 7. Supervised by Charlie Murphy and hosted by Vandalia Christian, this year’s meet brought many spectators and run-
ners to this picturesque park. The NCCSA would like to thank Charlie Murphy for his supervision and guidance with NCCSA 
Cross Country.  The top five results in each category are below, and you may click here for complete results.  
 
Team Results—Boys  Team Results—Girls                Individual Results—Boys  Individual Results—Girls 
 
1. Hickory Christian  1. Wake                   1. Benjamin Lowry (Hickory)  1. Bailey Hathaway (Wake) 
2. Wake     2. Hickory Christian                2. Evan Brondyke (Falls Road)  2. Kirsten Kaiser (Vandalia) 
3. Falls Road   3. Vandalia                                 3. Robert Sandidge (Lee)  3. Rebekah Howard (Wake) 
4. Berean (Fayetteville)  4. Falls Road                 4. Richard Bilhorn (Hickory)  4. Rachel Smith (Wake) 
5. Raleigh Christian  5. Salem                  5. Anthony Felkins (Hickory)  5. Sarah Lowry (Hickory) 

http://nccsa.org/assets/uploads/2009-Soccer-Volleyball-Tournament-Results.pdf
http://www.greensboro-nc.gov/departments/Parks/facilities/regionalparks/haganstone/
http://nccsa.org/assets/uploads/2009-NCCSA-Cross-Country-Results.pdf
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The revised 2010-2011 Calendars as well as the Tentative Five-
Year Calendar through 2016 are now available on the NCCSA 
website.  
 

2010-2011 NCCSA Calendars 

reach of the church.  The first grade began 
on August 19, 1974.  The Lord richly 
blessed the Academy as a new Junior-
Senior building was constructed.  Classes 
were first held in the fall of 1980.  Due to 
the expansion and growth, in 1982 the 
church began plans for constructing a gym-
nasium.  Consequently, on May 31, 1984, 
the first senior graduation was conducted in 
the recently built gymnasium.  Later, class-
rooms and a prophet’s chamber were built 
above the gym.  
 
God has continued to reveal his specific 
will for Morganton Christian Academy.  In 
2003, the school obtained licensure to pro-
vide services for children as young as six 
weeks old.  Furthermore, because of God’s 
hand at work in every detail of the ministry, 
local citizens voted the daycare to be the 
best one in Burke county.  In addition, in 
2004, the school organized and developed a 
Learning Center for those who needed indi-
vidualized academic instruction.  One 
teacher daily provided one-on-one assis-
tance with elementary students, and one 
helped Junior-Senior students.  God al-
lowed this to function successfully for three 
years.  

Morganton Christian Academy contin-
ues to trust God’s ongoing faithfulness 
in its thirty-sixth year of Christian edu-
cation.  On January 21, 1973, Taberna-
cle Baptist Church, now known as Mor-
ganton Baptist Church, stepped out on 
faith and began making plans to open a 
much-needed Christian daycare cen-
ter.  By using classrooms and other fa-
cilities of the church building, the day-
care opened its doors on June 4, 1973, 
with Reverend Amos Clark as the head-
master and founder.  This facility helped 
shape the school’s future.  
 
It became increasingly evident that the 
Lord was leading the church to begin a 
Christian day school ministry as an out-

The academic program of MCA uses 
mostly the A Beka Book curriculum for 
preschool through twelfth grades.  In high 
school, the Bob Jones curriculum is taught 
for all math classes.  The academy also 
places a distinct emphasis on spelling.  In 
February 2008, the school hosted its first 
private school spelling bee with six area 
schools participating.  For several years, the 
school integrated the area homeschoolers 
into its academic and sports program.  In 
the past as well as present, graduates have 
pursued their educations and obtained de-
grees from Bible colleges . 
 
The school’s current emphasis is on build-
ing relationships by bridging the home, 
church, and community with Christian edu-
cation.  MCA’s vision is to initiate an 
Adopt-a-Student program which would 
emphasize education from God’s perspec-
tive with spiritual and academic excel-
lence.  Morganton Christian Academy’s 
desire is to meet the challenges of the fu-
ture and look to the tomorrows for new 
opportunities to serve the Savior in the 
school’s thirty-sixth year and beyond. 

Spotlight on Morganton Christian Academy 

http://www.nccsa.org/calendar

